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WHERE’S EDUCATION: COMMON INTERNAL ACTIVITY AND 
STRUCTURAL ELEMENTS OF INTERVENTION.  

 
José Manuel Touriñán López 

(ISBN: 978-84-9745-995-2, Depósito legal: C-277-2014; 
A Coruña: Netbiblo, 2014, 860pp.)  

 
 

 

 

Where’s Education: Common Internal Activity and Structural Elements of 
Intervention is the last work published by Professor Mr. José Manuel Touriñán 
López (University of Santiago de Compostela, Spain).  

This question, which has accompanied the author throughout his entire career, 
has a direct answer in this book, as it can be seen directly on its back cover, 
where he states: "(Education is) where people’s common internal activity is and 
where the structural elements of intervention are. The pedagogical challenge is 
to transform information into knowledge and this into education".  

From the perspective of Pedagogy, this author proves that it makes sense to 
affirm that we have to transform information into knowledge and this into 
education: knowing, teaching and educating are not the same concepts. From 
this point of view, this work justifies and creates new pedagogical knowledge 
and gives tools to construct education fields. The book defends, proves and 
justifies the thesis of a new pedagogical approach, offering an alternative which 
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highlights the goals targeted at optimizing the meaning of education, related to 
nominal and real definition criteria, which deals with the intrinsic and extrinsic 
purposes and which undertakes the temporary educational orientation for the 
human condition.  

The lecture involves the readers from the very beginning. Professor Touriñán 
demands an active participation from them in order to face the education 
problems related to the structural central axis of intervention: knowledge, 
pedagogical function, profession, educative relationships, agents, processes, 
achievements and means.  

Moreover, the multiple-choice readings they could do are very interesting for 
readers:  

1. It is possible to read just the first and last chapters, which provides the 
reader an overall approach of this work with the innovative thinking of 
background.  

2. Reading the introduction and the final conclusions of each of the 10 
chapters gives the reader a global sense of this work from the main 
principles of pedagogical intervention.  

3. It’s possible to do a more analytical reading related to the general table of 
contents and to the contents of each chapter, since the title of each 
epigraph constitutes the formulation of the thesis and of the concepts 
used and justified in the respective content. 

4. It is didactic and clarifying the interpretation of the 83 conceptual 
schemes contained in this book; they summarize the development of the 
suggested theses.  

5. Finally, perhaps the most important reading option is the most traditional 
one: complete reading of the book, from beginning to the last page, 
which enables the gradual and progressive reading of chapters, which 
allows reaching the view of the pedagogical conception suggested to 
construct educational fields.  

Where’s Education: Common Internal Activity and Structural Elements of 
Intervention is a must-read text for everyone with an interest, concern and 
curiosity about pedagogy and education, regardless of being a researcher, 
student, parent, professional or vocational enthusiast. Any reader may find 
answers to his intellectual worries about education in this work because it is a 
solid, deep, rigorous, complex and complete creation and its doctrinal character 
makes it an unquestionable model of Spanish and international Pedagogy.  

 

Laura Touriñán Morandeira 
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